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The October GFGA 2009 meeting was filled with great picking, fel-
lowship, many new faces and members.  The pictures above bring 

back the sounds of guitars, friendship and good times.  Many 
thanks to all that participated and shared their love of music.  Look-

ing forward to seeing each of you this coming  
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Our October meeting was good and 
filled with a wide range of great 
picking.  GFGA member Wesley 
Crider was our guest picker.  
Wesley played a morning and after-
noon session with a good variety of 
original pieces and some out-
standing Jerry Reed arrangements.  
Wesley instructs guitar in between 
his performances and charitable 
concerts at nearby churches.  In 
that light, I asked Wesley, and he 
accepted, to be the GFGA official 
guitar instructor.  You will see his 
picture on the GFGA web site with a 
hot link to his web site for further 
information on guitar instructions.  

  

Our October meeting included five 
new members one of which one in 
particular signed up for guitar les-
sons with Wesley.  Eli Rousey 
joined and entertained us with some  
great picking in the Chet and Jerry 
Reed style.  Eli shared a recent gui-
tar encounter with Tommy Emanuel 
where Tommy shared some guitar 
licks with Eli.  Nina Cole played 
some original peaces that were in-
spirationally inspired.  Norton Wade 
shared an interesting story about a 
guitar camp he recently attended.  
Norton played some very nice and 
well executed tunes on his trusty 
Taylor. To my astonishment, Rich-
ard Vogh who plays in a half-step 
dropped tuning, was joined in sev-
eral duets with Richard Williams.  
This was the first time the two 
picked together and they didn’t miss 
a lick.  I really enjoyed their skill and 
complement to our meeting.   

 

A bit of great news.  James Chil-
ders may be joining us during 
our February meeting.   

 

For the benefit of our new mem-
bers, the following information is 
provided to familiarize them with the 
origins of the Georgia Fingerstyle 
Guitar Association (GFGA).   

 

Please be assured that we welcome 
both the back porch pickers and the 
pros to play for GFGA.  We encour-
age everyone who wants to 
play…all ages, beginner or expert.  
Our meetings are casual and 
friendly.  Pickers arrive, sign up to 
play at a specific time, then enjoy 
the music performed by other gui-
tarists.  Solo pickers usually com-
prise the majority of performances .  
Now players may join in groups of 
three or four for a set, or jam just for 
the fun of it.  An occasional vocal 
adds variety, too.  Sharing informa-
tion and technique is an integral 
part of a meeting’s activity and 
devotees come from as far away as 
Tennessee, Kentucky, Alabama, 
and South Carolina just to share the 
music. 

 

GFGA is well known and supported 
by fingerstyle guitarists and enthusi-
asts alike.  Founded in 1997, the 
Georgia Fingerstyle Guitar Associa-
tion, dubbed GFGA, was formed 
primarily to promote guitar playing 
in the styles of the late Merle Travis 
and Chet Atkins. 

 

GFGA was founded in part by cur-
rent member guitarists James Chil-
ders, Greg Butler, Ed Cummins 
and recently appointed Oscar De 
Miranda.  Following the Chet Atkins 
Appreciation Society (CAAS) con-
vention held annually in Nashville, 
the founders decided that waiting a 
year for the next CAAS was too 
long for the music they loved.  With 
a mailing list gathered from every 
possible quarter, the first meeting 

was announced and GFGA be-
came a reality.  Meetings are 
scheduled quarterly…except for 
the 3rd quarter when all parties 
converge on Nashville for the 
annual CAAS celebration. 

 

While musical tastes range from 
popular to country to gospel to 
classical, the common denomi-
nator is the “fingerstyle” tech-
nique.  The fingers pick the mel-
ody while the thumb keeps the 
rhythm going.  It is the style 
Merle Travis introduced and 
Chet Atkins took to the next 
level.  Fortunately for the avid 
fans of the style, there is yet an-
other generation pushing the 
envelope.  It has been 13 good 
years for GFGA .   

 

As your president, I am commit-
ted to the GFGA traditions. I will 
reach out to our members and 
performers, get to know each of 
you and make sure you’re wel-
comed, fed real good and that 
our meetings are opened in faith! 
There you have it; picking, fel-
lowship, good food and faith.  
Sounds like a winning combina-
tion.   

 

Guitaringly  

 

Oscar and James 

 

The President’s Report 
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Cheryl’s Kitchen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**NEWS FLASH** 

 

Food just keeps getting better! 
No telling what goodies she’ll 
be bringing .  One things for 
certain is that the lip slapping 
meals  will be just right for gui-
tar lovers.  Cheryl and Janice 
keep us all smiling with their 
wonderful attention to our appe-
tites. 

 

If you can, Please bring a des-
sert.  We sure do appreciate 
those that have helped.  

 
 

So come on down and chow down 
on the food that’s just right for guitar 
lovers.   

One things for sure, everyone loves 
our Kitchen Ladies and the great 
food services they provide. 

 

Thank you so much!!                     

 

        Oscar 

 The Chet Atkins Appreciation 
Society met in Nashville, Ten-
nessee for its twenty-fifth annual 
convention, July 8-11.  As ex-
pected, there was outstanding 
fingerstyle guitar music in the 
Chet Atkins genre at almost 
every turn of the Music City 
Sheraton Hotel.  Society Presi-
dent Mark Pritcher put together 
an outstanding program of gui-
tarists such as Richard Smith, 
Tommy Emmanuel, Ray Cum-
mins, Bob Saxton, and Dr. John 
Knowles, along with a host of 
other fine players.  Because of 
an injury Doyle Dykes, however, 
had to cancel his scheduled ap-
pearance.   

  

One highlight of this convention 
was Thursday evening's tribute 

to Jerry Reed.  Jerry's wife and 
one daughter were present for this 
program organized and hosted by 
Darrell Toney.  Picker after picker 
performed instrumental composi-
tions by Reed, with occasional vo-
cal numbers included.  And Thom 
Bresh surprised the crowd with a 
song that he had written about 
Jerry and  shared with him before 
his death..."Reed Between the 
Strings."   

 

Once again, Richard Kiser hosted 
a Gospel Showcase, reminding us 
of the number of C.A.A.S. mem-
bers who use their guitars in areas 
of ministry.  Among the players 
assembled for this year's Show-
case was Mr. Gospel Guitar, 
Dwayne Friend, who played a 
beautiful old Gretsch Super Chet. 

     

The Chaplin’s Report G.F.G.A. members David 
Wallace and Glenn Port-
wood added much to the 
enjoyment of the conven-
tion by presenting numer-
ous players in the up-close 
venue of the "Wallace 
Room,"... an annual favor-
ite.  And the selection of 
guitars on display indicated 
that David is doing his best 
work ever in guitar design 
and construction. Many of 
our G.F.G.A. members 
were in attendance for this 
twenty-fifth annual tribute to 
the musical influence of 
Chet Atkins. 
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      wise enough to dis-
count the ridicule of 
men.  Here 

      the jawbone reminds 
us of the "foolishness" of 
the 

      preaching of the cross 
of Christ, I Cor. 1:18-
21.  At 

      the feet of Jesus 
someday we'll fully under-
stand how 

      that the wisest thing 
we ever did was to receive 
Him 

      as our Savior. 

 

V.  IT WAS A SUCCESS-
FUL WEAPON. 

     This was the one mat-
ter of consequence to 
Samson 

     and a reminder that 
although God's Word is 
despised 

     ridiculed, ignored, 
scoffed at, and doubted in 
this  

     world, all that matters is 
that it is destined for 

     ultimate success!  The 
last chapter of The Book 
says 

      that in Christ we win! 

 This event in the life of 
Samson prompted Doyle 
to write a new tune that he 
named "Jawbone."  And 
hearing Doyle present it in 
concert led me to a ser-
mon that I've 
preached again 
and again! 

 

 

Next Meeting - Feb 6, 2010 
Memories of a Doyle Dykes 
Concert 

 

Several years ago I attended a con-
cert by guitarist Doyle 
Dykes.  There he made mention of 
an incident that took place in the life 
of God's servant Samson recorded 
in Judges 15.    

  

Samson's own people had turned 
against him (a sad commentary!) 
and agreed to turn him over to the 
Philistines as a prisoner of 
war.  Although Samson was bound 
with new cords, the Spirit of the 
Lord provided him with strength to 
break free; yet he was surrounded 
by enemy soldiers.  Without con-
ventional weapons, circumstances 
looked pretty grim for God's ser-
vant...that is, until the Lord showed 
him something that he could use for 
battle against the Philistines.   

 

But what God showed him was 
nothing but... "the jawbone of an 
ass."  And this is where God 
teaches us  valuable lessons with 
practical applications.  This jawbone 
pictures the tools that God often 
gives His church to use in spiritual 
warfare.   

 

Churches are notorious for having 
insufficient manpower, materials or 
money to do jobs that needs to be 
done.  But at that point God takes 
surrendered people with a sincere 
desire to obey and serve Him and 
somehow gives us victories in the 
most unlikely ways and places.  And 
such was the case here.  Notice 
that the jawbone was: 

 

I.  A NOVEL WEAPON. 

    In other words it was a very un-
usual weapon... 

    like the "sword of the Spirit"---the 
Bible.  Whoever 

    heard of fighting a battle using 
a book? (Heb. 4:12) 

II.  THE MOST CONVENIENT 
WEAPON. 

     If Samson could have picked 
up a sword or spear, it 

     would have been foolish to 
pick up the jawbone; but 

     the jawbone was the only 
weapon available.  That's  

     like what we see so many 
times as the best qualified, 

     most well trained and edu-
cated people 

     would be the apparent first 
choice to get a job done 

     for God...but those people are 
not interested.  So 

     God reaches down and finds a 
Christian less  

     qualified, but who has a willing 
heart, to do the job that  

     He wants done. 

 

 

III.  IT WAS A SIMPLE 
WEAPON. 

     There was nothing technical or 
complex about the 

     jawbone; it was plain and sim-
ple.  That is how God 

     wants us to present the Gospel 
to people...so that 

     even the children can under-
stand it!  (II Cor. 11:3) 

 

 

IV.  IT WAS A RIDULOUS 
WEAPON. 

      The average "hero" would 
be humiliated by con- 

      descending to use such a 
weapon, but Samson was 
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